
 

 

ANIMAL FOSTER HOME POLICY 
 

 
PURPOSE:  To provide a consistent policy for staff, volunteers and the public regarding the 

procedures in fostering a cat or a dog from the Claresholm Animal Rescue 

Society. 

 

POLICY:  The Claresholm Animal Rescue Society’s operates a dog and cat foster program 

according to the following guidelines. 

 

GUIDELINES: 

 

1. Foster animals are those that have been unable to find their forever homes, and due to the 

amount of time they have been at the shelter, they are added to a foster animal listing in 

CAReS foster program.  To be in the foster program, animals can fall into any of these 

categories: 

 

− orphaned litters that require bottle feeding, 

− dogs or cats with ongoing health issues, which make them less likely to be adopted due to 

the cost and time needed for their care, 

− cats who have been through two rounds at the PetSmart Adoption Centre and have had no 

applications or interest, 

− healthy  dogs or cats who have been at the shelter for more than six months, 

− cats who do not fit the criteria for the barn cat program, 

− mother cats with a litter of kittens, 

− elderly animals with less of a chance to be adopted, 

− cats or dogs that need more socialization than the shelter can offer, in order to reach their 

full potential and find their forever home, and 

− emergency situations at the shelter. 

 



2. Cats and dogs who have been assessed by management to be a foster animal candidate will be 

added to a list and advertised as such. The assessment process will include the following: 

 

- ability to pick up, handle, pet and interact with the animal (this does not include shy 

animals who need socialization as part of the fostering process), 

- animals attitude towards humans, 

- animals behaviour with humans,  

- health condition and 

- bathroom habits. 

 

3. An acute or ongoing medical condition does not prevent a cat or dog from being part of the 

foster program. 

 

4. The foster program reaches out to people who will bring a cat or dog into their home and give 

them the love and care they would give their own pet. Foster homes provide a temporary, safe 

and loving environment for a homeless animal. Fostering provides an enjoyable and rewarding 

experience for both the family and the animal. CAReS foster program aims to temporarily 

home animals until they find their forever families, unless otherwise specified according to the 

animal's needs (e.g. nursing mother who may return to the shelter). 

 

5. A listing of animals eligible to go to foster homes will be kept at the shelter. An application (see 

attached) will be filled out by the interested party. The cat and dog adoptions leaders will 

review and make decisions on the applications. 

 

6. Foster animals will be vaccinated and altered, except in the case of kittens, puppies and nursing 

mothers. 

 

7. CAReS will provide a bag of dry food per month to the foster family (and a bag of cat litter per 

month for cat fosters) and will take care of all approved veterinarian costs and ongoing 

medications needed by the foster animal. CAReS will also supply kennels, carriers and other 

supplies and expenses upon request by the foster family and authorization by the animal care 

leader. 

 

8. Staff and volunteers may visit the potential foster home to examine it prior to approving the 

application. 

 

9. Staff and volunteers will give the foster home family information on acclimatizing the animal to 

its new surroundings to give the foster animal and foster family the best chance of a successful 

foster situation. 

 

10. CAReS aims to temporarily home animals until they find their forever homes. CAReS requires a 

minimum 3 month commitment to fostering and that foster homes keep their foster until they 

are adopted. In the case of snowbirds, CAReS will take the animal back into its care when the 

foster family is away. 

 

 



11. The foster program is not a foster-to-adopt trial, but CAReS does allow foster homes to adopt 

their foster animal. 

 

12. Foster homes will assist in providing basic training, house-training (litter box training) and 

transportation to veterinarian appointments. 

 

13. Foster families will document the foster experience and contact CAReS with questions or 

concerns during the fostering process. 

 

 

14. Foster families may be asked to write a review to be advertised on CAReS website or Facebook 

page about the animal and its personality and characteristics. 

 

15. Foster families will be CAReS ambassadors to help the foster animal find its forever family 

which will include bringing the animal to the shelter to be introduced to prospective adopters 

or having adopters come to your home to meet the foster animal or attending an event with 

your foster animal. 

 

16. CAReS reserves the right to return an animal to the shelter if there are concerns about the 

well-being of the animal. 

 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: ________________________________________________ 


